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Some places possess a unique soul. La Ponche is undoubtedly one of
them. 

As the historic birthplace of Saint-Tropez, this iconic
neighborhood has welcomed generations of artists, writers,
fishermen, travellers and dreamers alike. Behind its colourful
façades and sun-drenched alleyways lies a story shaped by
encounters, freedom, creativity—and the legend that inspired And
God Created Woman.

It is from this enduring spirit that La Ponche Cha Cha Cha was
born.

Through this event, our ambition is simple: to celebrate the
authentic Tropezian art of living. To bring together people from
different backgrounds and cultures, encourage meaningful exchanges,
showcase local talent, preserve our heritage, and create
unforgettable moments of conviviality.

More than an event, it is a shared experience—a timeless interlude
where generations meet, creativity flourishes and everyone is
invited to discover Saint-Tropez through what it offers most
precious: its unique way of life.

In a world driven by constant urgency, we believe in creating
moments that matter—moments that strengthen human connections,
celebrate local identity and honour those who contribute every day
to the village’s extraordinary reputation.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our partners, participants,
artists, shopkeepers, residents and visitors whose enthusiasm and
commitment have made this collective adventure possible.

For more than sixty years, TRANSACMER has accompanied the stories
that have shaped Saint-Tropez. With La Ponche Cha Cha Cha, we
wanted to extend this mission by celebrating the soul of one of the
village’s most emblematic neighbourhoods—and the people who
continue to bring it to life.

EDITORIAL

KEEPING A PLACE ALIVE,
CREATING MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS 

Olivier Le Quellec
PDG de Transacmer

Initiateur de la Ponche cha cha cha 
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Founded in 1964 by Pierre Maeder, TRANSACMER was established during
one of the most fascinating periods in Saint-Tropez’s history. As
the village became an international destination attracting artists,
designers, writers and prominent personalities from around the
world, the agency quickly emerged as a privileged witness to this
remarkable transformation.

From its very first offices on Avenue Paul-Roussel, TRANSACMER
began assisting buyers seeking exceptional properties and played an
active role in the emergence of what would become one of the
Mediterranean’s most prestigious real estate markets.

Over the decades, the agency has guided families, entrepreneurs,
artists and international figures drawn to the unmistakable spirit
of Saint-Tropez. From its earliest transactions in Ramatuelle,
Pampelonne, La Moutte and Les Canoubiers to some of the Gulf’s most
iconic estates, TRANSACMER has helped shape the real estate history
of the region.

Yet beyond property, the agency has always maintained a deep
connection with local life. It has witnessed Saint-Tropez evolve
from the Brigitte Bardot years through the opening of the legendary
Byblos Hotel, the rise of Pampelonne Beach and the emergence of
many of the places that have since become internationally renowned.
Its own story is inseparable from that of a village built on
authenticity, discretion and excellence.

Today, under the leadership of Olivier Le Quellec—a native of
Saint-Tropez and heir to a long line of local merchants—TRANSACMER
continues to embody its founding philosophy: genuine proximity to
the local community, a profound understanding of the international
clientele, and year-round personalised service.

Together with Margaux Maddalena, Alizée Blanc, William Morello,
Laurent Mouton and Tim Bonnet, the team perpetuates an approach
founded on trust, discretion and an intimate knowledge of one of
the world’s most sought-after destinations.

TRANSACMER 

OVER 60 YEARS AT THE HEART OF SAINT-TROPEZ’S
EVOLUTION
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Born and raised in Saint-Tropez, Olivier Le Quellec grew up wandering
the narrow streets of the old village, between Place aux Herbes, La
Ponche, and the colourful characters who shaped the town’s unique
identity.

The son of a Breton fisherman who fell in love with the peninsula, he
witnessed Saint-Tropez long before it became one of the world’s most
celebrated destinations. His connection to the village is deeply
personal, rooted in memories, traditions and generations of local life.

For more than three decades, he has led TRANSACMER, the iconic real
estate agency founded in 1964 by Pierre Maeder. Yet describing Olivier
Le Quellec simply as a real estate professional would overlook what
truly defines him.

To him, real estate has never been solely about buying or selling
exceptional homes. It is about understanding places, preserving their
stories and introducing people to a way of life that cannot be measured
in square metres.

Throughout his career, he has helped families, entrepreneurs, artists
and international personalities discover far more than a property. He
has introduced them to a culture, a community and a lifestyle that make
Saint-Tropez unlike anywhere else.

For Olivier, the true value of a home is not defined only by its
architecture, its location or its sea view. It lies equally in the
memories it holds, the history it carries and the encounters it makes
possible.

A passionate advocate of local heritage, he has always sought to pass
on what no deed of sale can ever describe: the traditions, anecdotes,
personalities and values that give Saint-Tropez its soul.

This philosophy naturally led to the creation of La Ponche Cha Cha Cha—
an event born from a desire to celebrate one of the village’s most
iconic neighbourhoods while rekindling the spirit of togetherness that
has long defined Saint-Tropez.

For Olivier Le Quellec, preserving a place means preserving its human
stories. And sometimes, bringing people together is the most meaningful
way to keep those stories alive.

OLIVIER LE QUELLEC

A STROYTELLER AND GUARDIAN OF THE TROPEZIAN SPIRIT
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Long before social media, digital invitations and overfilled
calendars, Saint-Tropez thrived on simple, spontaneous encounters.

Olivier Le Quellec remembers them vividly.

As a child, at the beginning of each season, he would watch an
extraordinary gathering take shape outside his parents’ fish shop,
tucked away behind the iconic Café Sénéquier. Villagers,
shopkeepers, fishermen, artists, familiar faces and devoted lovers
of Saint-Tropez would naturally come together over a glass of wine.
A few tables set outside were all it took to transform the Place
aux Herbes into a lively neighbourhood celebration.

Conversations flowed effortlessly. Generations mingled. Strangers
became acquaintances, and everyone shared the same moment with a
simplicity that has become increasingly rare.

It is this memory that inspired La Ponche Cha Cha Cha.
The ambition was never to create yet another event in Saint-
Tropez’s cultural calendar. It was to revive the spirit of
conviviality that once defined the Village—a place where encounters
happened naturally, doors remained open, and relationships were
built around a shared table, a drink, or stories passed from one
generation to the next.

The first edition, held on 9 May 2026, confirmed what many had
hoped, perhaps without daring to believe: the spirit of those early
days was still alive.

Restaurateurs shared their signature dishes. Local shopkeepers
offered refreshments. Residents reconnected with neighbours, while
visitors blended effortlessly with the people of Saint-Tropez.

For one evening, La Ponche Cha Cha Cha offered something both
beautifully simple and increasingly precious: the opportunity to
come together, to share, and to rediscover the genuine spirit of
the Village.

LA PONCHE CHA CHA CHA 

REDISCOVERING THE SPIRIT OF THE EARLY DAYS

8



OUR PARTNERS
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La Ponche Cha Cha Cha is made possible thanks to the commitment of
local businesses, institutions, artisans and entrepreneurs who
share a common ambition: to celebrate the authentic spirit of
Saint-Tropez.
Each partner contributes, in their own way, to preserving the
Village’s heritage while helping to shape its future. Together,
they embody the values that have defined Saint-Tropez for
generations: excellence, generosity, craftsmanship and a genuine
sense of hospitality.
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A G E N C Y  
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